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Elements of the Communicative Action among

the early Arab Rhetoricians
(Elements of the Communicative Process)
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Abstract

This research presents an overview of the status of the communication
elements process (i.e., Addresser- Message- Addressee) among the early Arab
rhetoricians, in terms of their definitions of Rhetoric, and through their research and
rhetorical studies, compared to that of Western scholars in the twentieth century. This
research proves that the early Arab rhetoricians had concentrated on all the elements
together as they were aware of these elements' roles and effects all together on the
process of text production and receiving/reading. Unlike the case in the Western
studies, some of which focused on the addressee while others, from the reading point
of view, paid more attention to the message itself, without regard to the text
production stage. Not only this but the Western studies also ignored the text producer
if dead, except what was noted in the efforts of John Auston, John Searl and Jurgen
Habermas and others as indicated in this research.
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